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Nehemiah 5:9:  Reproach
A biblical principle is the guideline and rules that guide believers in their actions. These principles also aid the believers on the proper measures to take against themselves or to the non-believers. Nehemiah uses the word reproach to criticize the wrong actions of the Gentiles against the poor people of Jerusalem (Caputo, 2018). In the past, Gentiles were dehumanizing against the poor people of Jerusalem and always criticized the building of the wall headed by Nehemiah. The gentiles robbed the poor people of Jerusalem and used force accusations in courts which is against the biblical principles. Nehemiah was much concerned about his people and chose to abandon his work as a governor to protect the poor people against humiliation from the rich people.
Nehemiah uses this biblical principle to ridicule the wrong actions of the gentiles against the poor people of gentiles. This is a biblical principle because it guides the gentiles on the correct way to approach the poor people of Jerusalem (Laborde, 2017). It also ridicules the gentiles against their filthy actions of criticizing the people of Jerusalem. Nehemiah's quote is also a biblical principle as it protects the poor people of Jerusalem against the gentiles who robbed their property. It also qualifies as a biblical principle as it gives a positive impact to the gentiles and changes their actions to the poor people of Jerusalem which unites both the believers and the unbelievers.
Nehemiah's actions displayed his much concern to protect the poor people of Jerusalem from the cruel gentiles who always criticized and robbed them and also to change the view of the poor people in the community. Many of the poor people who returned from exile faced a lot of suffering at the hands of the rich gentiles who made them their slaves in their land. The poor people of Jerusalem were sold as slaves to pay their debts to the nobles Nehemiah was annoyed by the cruel actions of the nobles who took advantage of their people to exploit them to enrich themselves. Nehemiah insisted on fairness to everyone in the land including the oppressed poor people. He took an initiative to provide and protect these poor people by providing shelter and food to them (Sapolu, 2020). Nehemiah, as a good leader and following the biblical principles, criticized the rich people from charging excessive interests to the poor for their gains.
Nehemiah great actions to protect the poor people and his plan of bringing fairness to all people had a great impact on both the believers and the unbelievers. Following the right biblical principles, Nehemiah successfully united the believers and unbelievers in Jerusalem (Sapolu, 2020). This shows that the believers' actions have a lot of impact to the unbelievers and can alter their lives to bring a fair and just community following the right biblical principles. Nehemiah changed the attitude of the nobles making them live peacefully with the poor people protecting the rights of each person. This also changed the actions of the neighboring communities who were witnesses of the unfolding crises in Jerusalem.
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